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INDIGENOUS SHORT-STAY ACCOMMODATION, DERBY 
Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Housing) [12.07 pm]: I rise to advise the house that the 
tender for the construction of a short-stay accommodation facility for Aboriginal people in Derby has been 
awarded. The winning tenderer is Cooper and Oxley Builders Pty Ltd, a Western Australian company of some 
60 years standing, which operates out of Jolimont. Cooper and Oxley are responsible for delivering the new 
West Kimberley Regional Prison in Derby, and the new Kununurra and Kalgoorlie courthouses. I acknowledge 
the effort by the Department of Housing to bring such a complex project through the tendering process. This 
project was first announced in May 2010 and is being funded through the Liberal–National government’s 
royalties for regions program, which provided $15.78 million towards the construction and operation of the 
short-stay facility.  
Mobility within defined areas is a fundamental part of Indigenous culture. These movements can increase town 
populations dramatically, and Australian Bureau of Statistics census data indicates that up to 10 per cent of 
Indigenous populations in regional centres are made up of temporary residents. Regional towns such as Broome, 
Kalgoorlie–Boulder and Derby act as service centres for the nearby remote Aboriginal communities. Community 
residents can travel for hours or even days to access banking, health, education and family services, or simply to 
visit friends and relations. 
The Kalgoorlie–Boulder facility was completed in August 2012, with 22 single units and eight family units, and 
can accommodate up to 54 guests at a time. Visitors pay a small fee to stay at the hostel, which is drug and 
alcohol free. Kalgoorlie–Boulder is the closest large regional centre to the spinifex lands, and this facility 
provides Aboriginal visitors with affordable and culturally appropriate housing. The Department for Child 
Protection and Family Support manages the service-level agreement with the Australian Red Cross, which has 
been appointed to operate the facility for two years, with an option of a further two. 

Following two years of detailed investigation by the department for a Broome facility, and subsequent 
negotiations with the Shire of Broome and stakeholders, no agreement on a site could be reached. On 
16 February 2012 the shire decided not to provide in-principle support for a site for the facility, and consequently 
the government advised that the funds would be used for a similar facility elsewhere. The 2006 census estimates 
that 4 031 people from 54 remote Aboriginal communities use Derby as a service centre. In 2011, a department-
commissioned report by Syme and Nancarrow Water indicated that between 150 and 200 Aboriginal people 
were visiting Derby at any one time, and triple that number in the wet season. As a result, Derby faces a 150 
short-stay bed shortage each night. After consultation with the Shire of Derby–West Kimberley, a 1.3 hectare 
site has been located and approved for the short-stay facility, which will provide Aboriginal people from remote 
towns and communities in the north a safe and comfortable place to stay during their visits.  
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